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Principal Organs of the  
United Nations

Organ Membership and Voting Responsibilities

Security Council

15 members: five 
permanent with veto, 
ten rotating members 
elected by region

Peace and security: 
identifies aggressor; 
decides on 
enforcement measures

General Assembly

193 members; each 
state has one vote; 
members work in six 
functional committees

Debates any topic 
within charter’s 
purview; admits states; 
elects members to 
special bodies

Secretariat, headed by 
Secretary-General

Secretariat of 43,000; 
secretary-general 
elected for five-year 
renewable term by 
General Assembly and 
Security Council

Secretariat: gathers 
information, 
coordinates and 
conducts activities; 
secretary-general: chief 
administrative officer, 
spokesperson

Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC)

54 members elected for 
three-year terms

Coordinates economic 
and social welfare 
programs; coordinates 
action of specialized 
agencies (FAO, WHO, 
UNESCO)

Trusteeship Council

Originally composed 
of administering and 
nonadministering 
countries; now made 
up of five great powers

Supervision has ended; 
proposals have been 
floated to change 
function to that of 
forum for indigenous 
peoples, NGOs, or 
nation building

International Court  
of Justice 15 judges

Noncompulsory 
jurisdiction on cases 
brought by states and 
international organ
izations
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For Live Classes, Recorded Lectures, Notes & Past Papers visit:
www.megalecture.com

+92 336 7801123
https://www.youtube.com/MegaLecture


