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As the European- based international system emerged as the most power ful and domi-
nant one, how did other regions become part of it? Colonialism and the spread of capi-
talism by the Eu ro pean powers brought many areas into this system, as Chapter 2 traced.

Strug gles persist among  these dif er ent international socie ties. The po liti cal scientist 
Samuel Huntington identified  these strug gles as civilizational, positing that states 
and state interests  were being transcended by cultures, the largest aggregation of which 
is civilizations. He believed civilizational diferences would become the new basis of 
international conflict.16 Thus, although the notion of one international system may 
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