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COntendInG PersPeCtIves  

On IGOs, InternatIOnal law, and nGOs

lIberalIsm/
neOlIberal 

InstItutIOnalIsm

realIsm /
neOrealIsm

radICalIsm/
dePendenCy 

theOry
COnstruCtIvIsm

IGOs

Im por tant 
in de pen dent 
actors for 
collective action; 
neoliberals see 
as forums

Skeptical of 
their ability 
to engage in 
collective 
action

Serve 
interests of 
power ful 
states; 
biased 
against 
weak states 
and the 
unrep
resented

Both IGOs 
and nGOs 
can be norm 
entrepreneurs 
and socialize 
actors, which 
may change 
state be hav ior

InternatIOnal  

law

Key source of 
order in the 
international 
system; states 
comply  because 
law ensures order

Acknowledges 
that 
international 
law creates 
some order, 
but stresses 
that states 
comply only 
when it is in 
their self 
interest;  
states prefer 
self help

Skeptical 
 because 
origins of 
law are in 
Western 
cap i tal ist 
tradition; 
inter national 
law only 
reaffirms 
claims of the 
power ful

Law reflects 
changing norms; 
shapes state 
expectations 
and be hav ior

nGOs

Increasingly 
key actors that 
represent 
dif er ent interests 
and facilitate 
collective action

not in de pen
dent actors; 
power belongs 
to states; any 
nGO power is 
derived from 
states

Represent 
dominant 
economic 
interests; 
unlikely to 
afect major 
po liti cal or 
economic 
change

Both IGOs and 
nGOs may lead 
to dysfunctional 
be hav ior, but 
may also 
represent new 
ideas and norms

theOry In brIef
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For Live Classes, Recorded Lectures, Notes & Past Papers visit:
www.megalecture.com

+92 336 7801123
https://www.youtube.com/MegaLecture


